Blue Cliff Record #1: The Highest Meaning of the Holy Truths

Emperor Wu of Liang asked the great master Bodhidharma, "What is the highest meaning of the holy truths?" Bodhidharma said, "Empty, without holiness." The Emperor said, "Who is facing me?" Bodhidharma replied, "I don't know." The Emperor did not understand. After this Bodhidharma crossed the Yangtse River and came to the kingdom of Wei.
Later the Emperor brought this up to Master Chih and asked him about it. Master Chih asked, "Does your majesty know who this man is?" The Emperor said, "I don't know." Master Chih said, "He is the Mahasattva Avalokitesvara, transmitting the Buddha Mind Seal. " The Emperor felt regretful, so he wanted to send an emissary to go invite (Bodhidharma to return). Master Chih told him, "Your majesty, don't say that you will send someone to fetch him back. Even if everyone in the whole country were to go after him, he still wouldn't return."

Blue Cliff Record #2: The Ultimate Path is Without Difficulty

Chao Chou, teaching the assembly, said, "The Ultimate Path is without difficulty; just avoid picking and choosing. As soon as there are words spoken, ,this is picking and choosing," ,this is clarity." This old monk does not abide within clarity; do you still preserve anything or not?" At that time a certain monk asked, ,Since you do not abide within clarity, what do you preserve? Chao Chou replied, don't know either." The monk said, "Since you don't know, Teacher, why do you nevertheless say that you do not abide within clarity?" Chao Chou said, ,It is enough to ask about the matter; bow and withdraw."

Blue Cliff Record #3: Master Ma Is Unwell

Great Master Ma was unwell. The temple superintendent asked him, "Teacher, how has your venerable health been in recent days?" The Great Master said, "Sun Face Buddha, Moon Face Buddha."

Blue Cliff Record #4: Te Shan Carrying His Bundle

When Te Shan arrived at Kuei Shan, he carried his bundle with him into the teaching hall, where he crossed from east to west and from west to east. He looked around and said, "There's nothing, no one." Then he went out. Hsueh Tou added the comment, "Completely exposed." But when Te Shan got to the monastery gate, he said, "Still, I shouldn't be so coarse." So he reentered (the hall) with full ceremony to meet (Kuei Shan). As Kuei Shan sat there, Te Shan held up his sitting mat and said, "Teacher!" Kuei Shan reached for his whisk, whereupon Te Shan shouted, shook out his sleeves, and left. Hsueh Tou added the comment, "Completely exposed." Te Shan turned his back on the teaching hall, put on his straw sandals, and departed. That evening Kuei Shan asked the head monk, "Where is that newcomer who just came?" The head monk answered, "At that time he turned his back on the teaching hall, put on his straw sandals, and departed." Kuei Shan said, "Hereafter that lad will go to the summit of a solitary peak, build himself a grass hut, and go on scolding the Buddhas and reviling the Patriarchs." Hsueh Tou added the comment, "He adds frost to snow."

Blue Cliff Record #5: Hsueh Feng's Grain of Rice

Hsueh Feng, teaching his community, said, "Pick up the whole great earth in your fingers, and it's as big as a grain of rice. Throw it down before you: if, like a lacquer bucket, you don't understand, I'll beat the drum to call everyone to look."

Blue Cliff Record #6: Yun Men's Every Day is a Good Day

Yun Men said, "I don't ask you about before the fifteenth day; try to say something about after the fifteenth day." Yun Men himself answered for everyone, "Every day is a good day."

Blue Cliff Record #7: Hui Ch'ao Asks about Buddha

A monk (named Hui Ch'ao) asked Fa Yen, "Hui Ch'ao asks the Teacher, what is Buddha?" Fa Yen said, "You are Hui Ch'ao."

Blue Cliff Record #8: Ts'ui Yen's Eyebrows

At the end of the summer retreat Ts'ui Yen said to the community, "All summer long I've been talking to you, brothers; look and see if my eyebrows are still there."M Pao Fu said, "The thief's heart is cowardly." Ch'ang Ch'ing said, "Grown." Yun Men said, "A barrier."

Blue Cliff Record #9: Chao Chou's Four Gates

A monk asked Chao Chou, "What is Chao Chou?" Chao Chou replied, "East gate, west gate, south gate, north gate."

Blue Cliff Record #10: Mu Chou's Thieving Phoney

Mu Chou asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk immediately shouted. Mu Chou said, "I've been shouted at by you once." Again the monk shouted. Mu Chou said, "After three or four shouts, then what?" The monk had nothing to say. Mu Chou then hit him and said, "What a thieving phoney you are!"

Blue Cliff Record #11: Huang Po's Gobblers of Dregs

Huang Po, instructing the community, said, "All of you people are gobblers of dregs; if you go on travelling around this way, where will you have Today? Do you know that there are no teachers of Ch'an in all of China?" At that time a monk came forward and said, "Then what about those in various places who order followers and lead communi ties?" Huang Po said, "I do not say that there is no Ch'an; it's just that there are no teachers."

Blue Cliff Record #12: Tung Shan's Three Pounds of Hemp

A monk asked Tung Shan, "What is Buddha?" Tung Shan said, "Three pounds of hemp."

Blue Cliff Record #13: Pa Ling's Snow in a Silver Bowl

A monk asked Pa Ling, "What is the school of Kanadeva?" Pa Ling said, "Piling up snow in a silver bowl."

Blue Cliff Record #14: Yun Men's Appropriate Statement

A monk asked Yun Men, "What are the teachings of a whole lifetime? " Yun Men said, "An appropriate statement."

Blue Cliff Record #15: Yun Men's Upside-Down Statement

A monk asked Yun Men, "When it's not the present intellect and it's not the present phenomena, what is it?"·a Yun Men said, "An upside-down statement."

Blue Cliff Record #16: Ching Ch'ing's Man in the Weeds

A monk asked Ching Ch'ing, "I am breaking out; I ask the Teacher to break in." Ching Ch'ing said, "Can you live or not?" The monk said, "If I weren't alive, I'd be laughed at by people." Ching Ch'ing said, "You too are a man in the weeds."

Blue Cliff Record #17: Hsiang Lin's Meaning of the Coming from v the West

A monk asked Hsiang Lin, "What is the meaning of the Patriarch's coming from the West?" Hsiang Lin said, "Sitting for a long time becomes toilsome."

Blue Cliff Record #18: National Teacher Chung's Seamless Monument

Emperor Su Tsung asked National Teacher Hui Chung, "After you die, what will you need?" The National Teacher said, "Build a seamless monument for me."The Emperor said, "Please tell me, Master, what the monument would look like." The National Teacher was silent for a long time; then he asked, "Do you understand?" The Emperor said, "I don't understand." The National Teacher said, "I have a disciple to whom I have transmitted the Teaching, Tan Yuan, who is well versed in this matter. Please summon him and ask him about it."' After the National Teacher passed on, the Emperor summoned Tan Yuan and asked him what the meaning of this was. Tan Yuan said, South of Hsiang, north of T'an; Hsueh Tou added the comment, "A single hand does not make random sound." In between there's gold sufficient to a nation. Hsueh Tou added the comment, "A rough-hewn staff." Beneath the shadowless tree, the community ferryboat; Hsueh Tou added the comment, "The sea is calm, the rivers are clear." Within the crystal palace, there's no one who knows. Hsueh Tou added the comment, "He has raised it up."

Blue Cliff Record #19: Chu Ti's One-Finger Ch'an

Whenever anything was asked, Master Chu Ti would just raise one finger.

Blue Cliff Record #20: Lung Ya's Meaning of the Coming from the West

Lung Ya asked Ts'ui Wei, "What is the meaning of the Patriarch's coming from the West?" Wei said, "Pass me the meditation brace." Ya gave the meditation brace to Wei; Wei took it and hit him. Ya said, "Since you hit me I let you hit me. In essence, though, there is no meaning of the Patriarch's coming from the West." Ya also asked Lin Chi, "What is the meaning of the Patriarch's coming from the West?" Chi said, "Pass me the cushion." Ya took the cushion and handed it to Lin Chi; Chi took it and hit him. Ya said, "Since you hit me I let you hit me. In essence, though, there is no meaning of the Patriarch's coming from the West."

Blue Cliff Record #21: Chih Men's Lotus Flower, Lotus Leaves

A monk asked Chih Men, "How is it when the lotus flower has not yet emerged from the water?" Chih Men said, "A Lotus flower." The monk said, "What about after it has emerged from the water?" Men said, "Lotus leaves."

Blue Cliff Record #22: Hsueh Feng's Turtle-Nosed Snake

Hsueh Feng taught the assembly saying, "On South Mountain there's a turtle-nosed snake. All of you people must take a good look." Ch'ang Ch'ing said, "In the hall today there certainly are people who are losing their bodies and their lives." A monk related this to Hsuan Sha. Hsuan Sha said, "It takes Elder Brother Leng (Ch'ang Ch'ing) to be like this. Nevertheless, I am not this way." The monk asked, "What about you, Teacher?" Hsuan Sha said, "Why make use of 'South Mountain'?" Yun Men took his staff and threw it down in front of Hsueh Feng, making a gesture of fright.

Blue Cliff Record #23: Pao Fu's Summit of the Mystic Peak

Once when Pao Fu and Ch'ang Ch'ing were wandering in the mountains, Pao Fu pointed with his hand and said, "Right here is the summit of the mystic peak." Ch'ang Ch'ing said, "Indeed it is. What a pity!" Hsueh Tou added a word, saying, "Today what is the purpose of travelling the mountains together with these fellows?" He also said, "Hundreds of thousands of years hence, I don't say there are none, just that they will be few." Later this (dialogue between Pao Fu and Ch'ang Ch'ing) was quoted to Ching Ch'ing. Ching Ch'ing said, "If it hadn't been Mr. Sun (Pao Fu), then you would have seen skulls covering the fields."

Blue Cliff Record #24: Kuei Shan and Iron Grindstone Liu

Iron Grindstone Liu arrived at Kuei Shan. Kuei Shan said, "Old cow, so you've come!" The Grindstone said, "Tomorrow there's a great communal feast on T'ai Shan; are you going to go, Teacher?" Kuei Shan relaxed his body and lay down; the Grindstone immediately left.

Blue Cliff Record #25: The Hermit of Lotus Flower Peak Holds up His Staff

The hermit of Lotus Flower Peak held up his staff and showed it to the assembly saying, "When the ancients got here, why didn't they consent to stay here?" There was no answer from the assembly, so he himself answered for them, "Because they did not gain strength on the road." Again he said, "In the end, how is it?" And again he himself answered in their place, "With my staff across my shoulder, I pay no heed to people - I go straight into the myriad peaks."

Blue Cliff Record #26: Pai Chang's Sitting Alone on Ta Hsiung Mountain

A monk asked Pai Chang, "What's the extraordinary affair?" Chang said, "Sitting alone on Ta Hsiung Mountain." The monk bowed; Chang thereupon hit him.

Blue Cliff Record #27: Yun Men's The Body Exposed, The Golden Wind

A monk asked Yun Men, "How is it when the tree withers and the leaves fall?" Yun Men said, "Body exposed in the golden wind."

Blue Cliff Record #28: Nan Ch'uan's Truth That's Never Been Spoken

Nan Ch'uan went to see Master Nirvana of Pai Chang (Mountain.) Chang asked, "Have all the sages since antiquity had a truth that they haven't spoken for people?" Ch'uan said, "They have." Chang said, "What is the truth that hasn't been spoken for people?" Ch'uan said, "It's not mind, it's not buddha, it's not any thing." Chang said, "You said it." Ch'uan said, "I am just thus. What about you, Teacher?" Chang said, "I am not a great man of knowledge either: how would I know whether it has been spoken or not?" Ch'uan said, "I don't understand." Chang said, "I've already spoken too much for you."

Blue Cliff Record #29: Ta Sui's It Goes Along with It

A monk asked Ta Sui, "The conflagration at the end of the eon sweeps through and the universe is totally destroyed. I wonder, is this one destroyed or not?" Sui said, "It is destroyed." The monk said, "If so, then this goes along with it." Sui said, "It goes along with it."

Blue Cliff Record #30: Chao Chou's Big Turnips

A monk asked Chao Chou, "Teacher, I have heard that you have personally seen Nan Ch'uan. Is this true or not?" Chou said, "Chen Chou produces big turnips."

Blue Cliff Record #31: Ma Ku Carrying his Ring-Staff

Ma Ku, carrying his ring-staff, a went to Chang Ching. He circled the meditation seat three times, then shook his staff once and stood there upright. Chang Ching said, "Correct. Correct." (Hsueh Tou added a word, saying "Wrong!") Ma Ku also went to Nan Ch'uan: he circled the meditation seat three times, shook his staff once and stood there upright. Nan Ch'uan said, "Incorrect. Incorrect." (Hsueh Tou added a word, saying, "Wrong!") Ma Ku then said, "Chang Ching said 'Correct'; why do you say 'Incorrect,' Master?" Nan Ch'uan said, "Chang Ching is correct; it's you who are incorrect. This is what is turned about by the power of the wind; in the end it breaks down and disintegrates."

Blue Cliff Record #32: Elder Ting Stands Motionless

Elder Ting asked Lin Chi, "What is the great meaning of the Buddhist Teaching?" Chi came down off his meditation seat, grabbed and held (Ting), gave him a slap, and then pushed him away. Ting stood there motionless. A monk standing by said, "Elder Ting, why do you not bow?" Just as Ting bowed,S he suddenly was greatly enlightened.

Blue Cliff Record #33: Ministry President Ch'en Sees Tzu Fu

Ch'en Ts'ao, ministry president, went to see Tzu Fu. When Fu saw him coming, he immediately drew a circle. Ts'ao said, "My coming here like this has already missed the point. How much more so, to go on and draw a circle!" Fu thereupon closed the door of his room. Hsueh Tau said, "Ch'en Ts'ao has just one eye."

Blue Cliff Record #34: Yang Shan Asks "Where Have You Come From?"

Yang Shan asked a monk, "Where have you just come from?" The monk said, "Mount Lu." Yang Shan said, "Did you visit Five Elders Peak?" The monk said, "I didn't get there." Yang Shan said, "You never visited the mountain at all." (Later,) Yun Men said, "These words were all for the sake of compassion; thus they had a conversation in the weeds."

Blue Cliff Record #35: The Dialogue of Manjusri and Wu Cho

Manjusri asked Wu Cho, "Where have you just come from?" Wu Cho said, "The South." Manjusri said, "How is the Buddhist Teaching being carried on in the South?" Wu Cho said, "Monks of the Last Age have little regard for the rules of discipline." Manjusri said, "How numerous are the congregations?" Wu Cho said, "Some three hundred, some five hundred." Wu Cho asked Manjusri, "How is it being carried on hereabouts?" Manjusri said, "Ordinary people and sages dwell together; dragons and snakes intermingle." Wu Cho said, "How numerous are the congregations?" Manjusri said, "In front, three by three; in back, three by three."

Blue Cliff Record #36: Ch'ang Sha Wandering in the Mountains

One day Ch'ang Sha went wandering in the mountains. Upon returning, when he got to the gate, the head monk asked, "Where are you coming from, Master?" Sha said, "From wandering in the mountains." The head monk asked, "Where did you go? " Sha said, "First I went pursuing the fragrant grasses; then I returned following the falling flowers." The head monk said, "How very much like the sense of springtime." Sha said, "It even surpasses the autumn dew" dripping on the lotuses." Hsueh Tou added the remark, "Thanks for your reply."

Blue Cliff Record #37: P'an Shan's There Is Nothing in the World

P'an Shan imparted the words which said, ""There is nothing in the triple world; where can mind be found?"

Blue Cliff Record #38: Feng Hsueh's Workings of the Iron Ox

At the government headquarters in Ying Chou, Feng Hsueh entered the hall and said, "The Patriarchal Masters' Mind Seal is formed like the workings of the Iron Ox: when taken away, the impression remains; when left there, then the impression is ruined. But if neither removed nor left there, is sealing right or is not sealing right?" At that time there was a certain Elder Lu P'i who came forth and said, "I have the workings of the Iron Ox: please, Teacher, do not impress the seal." Hsueh said, "Accustomed to scouring the oceans fishing for whales, I regret to find instead a frog crawling in the muddy sand." P'i stood there thinking. Hsueh shouted and said, "Elder, why do you not speak further? " P'i hesitated; Hsueh hit him with his whisk.D Hsueh said, "Do you still remember the words? Try to quote them." As P'i was about to open his mouth, Hsueh hit him again with his whisk. The Governor said, "The Buddhist Law and the Law of Kings are the same." Hsueh said, "What principle have you seen?" The Governor said, "When you do not settle what is to be settled, instead you bring about disorder." Hseuh thereupon descended from his seat.

Blue Cliff Record #39: Yun Men's Flowering Hedge

A monk asked Yun Men, "What is the Pure Body of Reality? " Yun Men said, "A flowering hedge." The monk asked, "What is it like when one goes on in just such a way? " Yun Men said, "A golden-haired lion."

Blue Cliff Record #40: Nan Ch'uan's It's like a Dream

As the officer Lu Hsuan was talking with Nan Ch'uan, he said, "Master of the Teachings Chao said, 'Heaven, earth, and I have the same root; myriad things and I are one body.' This is quite marvelous .'' Nan Ch'uan pointed to a flower in the garden. He called to the officer and said, "People these days see this flower as a dream."

Blue Cliff Record #41: Chao Chou's Man W ho Has Died the Great Death

Chao Chou asked T'ou Tzu, "How is it when a man who has died the great death returns to life?" T'ou Tzu said, "He must not go by night: he must get there in daylight."

Blue Cliff Record #42: Layman P'ang's Good Snowflakes

When Layman P'ang took leave of Yao Shan, Shan ordered ten Ch'an travellers to escort him to the gate. The Layman pointed to the snow in the air and said, "Good snowflakesthey don't fall in any other place." At the time one of the Ch'an travellers named Ch'uan said, "Where do they fall?" The Layman slapped him once. Ch'uan said, "Even a layman shouldn't be so coarse." The Layman said, "Though you call yourself a Ch'an traveller this way, the King of Death still won't let you go." Ch'uan said, "How about you, Layman?" Again the Layman slapped him9 and said, "Your eyes see like a blind man, your mouth speaks like a mute." Hsueh Tau said besides, "When P'ang first spoke I just would have made a snowball and hit him with it."

Blue Cliff Record #43: Tung Shan's No Cold or Heat

A monk asked Tung Shan, "When cold and heat come, how can we avoid them?" Shan said, "Why don't you go to the place where there is no cold or heat?" The monk said, "What is the place where there is no cold or heat? " Tung Shan said, "When it's cold, the cold kills youi when it's hot, the heat kills you."

Blue Cliff Record #44: Ho Shan's Knowing How to Beat the Drum

Ho Shan imparted some words saying, "Cultivating study is called 'learning.' Cutting off study is called 'nearness.' Going beyond these two is to be considered real going beyond. " A monk came forward and asked, "What is 'real going beyond'?" Shan said, "Knowing how to beat the drum." Again he asked, "What is the real truth?" Shan said, "Knowing how to beat the drum." Again he asked, "'Mind is Buddha' - l'm not asking about this. What is not mind and not Buddha?" Shan said, "Knowing how to beat the drum." Again he asked, "When a transcendent man comes, how do you receive him?" Shan said, "Knowing how to beat the drum."

Blue Cliff Record #45: Chao Chou's Seven-Pound Cloth Shirt

A monk asked Chao Chou, "The myriad things return to one. Where does the one return to?" Chou said, "When I was in Ch'ing Chou I made a cloth shirt. It weighed seven pounds."

Blue Cliff Record #46: Ching Ch'ing's Sound of Raindrops

Ching Ch'ing asked a monk, "What sound is that outside the gate?" The monk said, "The sound of raindrops." Ch'ing said, "Sentient beings are inverted. They lose themselves and follow after things." The monk said, "What about you, Teacher? " Ch'ing said, "I almost don't lose mysel£." The monk said, "What is the meaning of 'I almost don't lose myself'?" Ch'ing said, "Though it still should be easy to express oneself, to say the whole thing has to be difficult."

Blue Cliff Record #47: Yun Men's Six Do Not Take It In

A monk asked Yun Men, "What is the Body of Reality?" Men said, "Six do not take it in."

Blue Cliff Record #48: Turning Over the Tea Kettle at Chao Ch'ing

When Minister Wang entered Chao Ch'ing, they were making tea. At the time Elder Lang was holding the kettle for Ming Chao. Lang turned the tea kettle over. Seeing this, the Minister asked the Elder, "What's under the tea stove?" Lang said, The spirit who holds up stoves." The Minister said, "If it's the spirit who holds up stoves, why then did you turn over the tea kettle?" Lang said, "Serve as an official for a thousand days, lose it in a single morning." The Minister shook out his sleeves and left. Ming Chao said, "Elder Lang, you've eaten Chao Ch'ing food, but still you go beyond the river to make noise gathering charred wood." Lang said, "What about you, Teacher?" Ming Chao said, The spirit got the advantage." Hsueh Tau said, "At the time I just would have kicked over the tea stove."

Blue Cliff Record #49: San Sheng's Golden Fish Who Has Passed through the Net

San Sheng asked Hsueh Feng, "I wonder, what does the golden fish who has passed through the net use for food?" Feng said, "When you come out of the net I'll tell you." Sheng said, "The teacher of fifteen-hundred people and you don't even know what to say!" Feng said, "My affairs as abbot are many and complicated."

Blue Cliff Record #50: Yun Men's Every Atom Samadhi

A monk asked Yun Men, "What is every atom samadhi?" Men said, "Food in the bowl, water in the bucket."

Blue Cliff Record #51: Hsueh Feng's What Is It?

When Hsueh Feng was living in a hut, there were two monks who came to pay their respects. Seeing them coming, he pushed open the door of the hut with his hand, popped out, and said, "What is it?" A monk also said, "What is it?" Feng lowered his head and went back inside the hut. Later the monk came to Yen T'ou. T'ou asked, "Where are you coming from?" The monk said, "I've come from Ling Nan." T'ou said, "Did you ever go to Hsueh Feng?" The monk said, "I went there." T'ou said, "What did he have to say?" The monk recounted the preceding story. T'ou said, "What did he say?" The monk said, "He said nothing; he lowered his head and went back inside the hut." T'ou said, "Alas! It's too bad I didn't tell him the last word before; if I had told him, no one on earth could cope with old Hsueh." At the end of the summer the monk again brought up the preceding story to ask for instruction. T'ou said, "Why didn't you ask earlier?" The monk said, "I didn't dare to be casual." T'ou said, "Though Hsueh Feng is born of the same lineage as me, he doesn't die in the same lineage as me. If you want to know the last word, just this is it."

Blue Cliff Record #52: Chao Chou Lets Asses Cross, Lets Horses Cross

A monk asked Chao Chou, "For a long time I've heard of the stone bridge of Chao Chou, but now that I've come here I just see a simple log bridge." Chou said, "You just see the log bridge; you don't see the stone bridge." The monk said, "What is the stone bridge?" Chou said, "It lets asses cross, it lets horses cross."

Blue Cliff Record #53: Pai Chang's Wild Ducks

Once when Great Master Ma and Pai Chang were walking together they saw some wild ducks fly by. The Great Master asked, "What is that?" Chang said, "Wild ducks." The Great Master said, "Where have they gone?" Chang said, "They've flown away." The Great Master then twisted Pai Chang's nose. Chang cried out in pain. The Great Master said, "When have they ever flown away?"

Blue Cliff Record #54: Yun Men Extends Both Hands

Yun Men asked a monk, "Where did you come here from?" The monk said, "Hsi Ch'an." Yun Men said, "What words and phrases are there at Hsi Ch'an these days?" The monk extended both handsi4 Yun Men slapped him once. The monk said, "I'm still talking." Yun Men then extended his two hands. The monk was speechless, so Yun Men hit him.

Blue Cliff Record #55: Tao Wu's Condolence Call

Tao Wu and Chien Yuan went to a house to make a condolence call. Yuan hit the coffin and said, "Alive or dead?" Wu said, "I won't say alive, and I won't say dead." Yuan said, "Why won't you say?" Wu said, "I won't say." Halfway back, as they were returning, Yuan said, "Tell me right away, Teacher; if you don't tell me, I'll hit you." Wu said, "You may hit me, but I won't say," Yuan then hit him. Later Tao Wu passed on. Yuan went to Shih Shuang and brought up the foregoing story. Shuang said, "I won't say alive, and I won't say dead." Yuan said, "Why won't you say?" Shuang said, "I won't say, I won't say." At these words Yuan had an insight." One day Yuan took a hoe into the teaching hall and crossed back and forth, from east to west and west to east. Shuang said, "What are you doing? " Yuan said, "I'm looking for relics of our late master." Shuang said, "Vast waves spread far and wide, foaming billows flood the skies-what relics of our late master are you looking for?" Hsueh Tau added a comment saying, "Heavens! Heavens!" Yuan said, "This is just where I should apply effort." Fu of T'ai Yuan said, "The late master's relics are still present."

Blue Cliff Record #56: Ch'in Shan's One Arrowpoint Smashes Three Barriers

Ch'an traveller Liang asked Ch'in Shan, "How is it when a single arrowhead smashes three barriers?" Shan said, "Bring out the lord within the barriers for me to see." Liang said, "So then knowing my fault I must change." Shan said, "Why wait any longer?" Liang said, "A well-shot arrow doesn't hit anywhere," and (started to) leave. Shan said, "Come here a minute." Liang turned his head; Shan held him tight and said, "Leaving aside for the moment a single arrowhead smashing three barriers, let's see you shoot an arrow." Liang hesitated/ so Shan hit him seven times and said, "I'll allow as this fellow will be doubting for thirty more years."

Blue Cliff Record #57: Chao Chou's Stupid Oaf

A monk asked Chao Chou, " 'The Ultimate Path has no difficulties-just avoid picking and choosing.' What is not picking and choosing?" Chou said, " 'In the heavens and on earth I alone am the Honored One.' " The monk said, "This is still picking and choosing." Chou said, "Stupid oaf! Where is the picking and choosing?" The monk was speechless.

Blue Cliff Record #58: Chao Chou Can't Explain

A monk asked Chao Chou, " 'The Ultimate Path has no difficulties-just avoid picking and choosing'-isn't this a cliche for people of these times?" Chou said, "Once someone asked me, and I really couldn't explain for five years."

Blue Cliff Record #59: Chao Chou's Why Not Quote It Fully

A monk asked Chao Chou, "'The Ultimate Path has no difficulties-just avoid picking and choosing. As soon as there are words and speech, this is picking and choosing.' So how do you help people, Teacher? " Chou said, "Why don't you quote this saying in full?" The monk said, "I only remember up to here." Chou said, "It's just this: 'This Ultimate Path has no difficulties-just avoid picking and choosing.'"

Blue Cliff Record #60: Yun Men's Staff Changes into a Dragon

Yun Men showed his staff to the assembly and said, "The staff has changed into a dragon and swallowed the universe. Mountains, rivers, the great earth-where are they to be found?"

Blue Cliff Record #61: Feng Hsueh's One Atom of Dust

Feng Hsueh, giving a talk, said, "If you set up a single atom of dust, the nation flourishes; if you do not set up a single atom of dust, the nation perishes." Hsueh Tou raised his staff and said, "Are there any patchrobed monks who will live together and die together?"

Blue Cliff Record #62: Yun Men's Within There Is a Jewel

Yun Men said to the community, "Within heaven and earth, through space and time, there is a jewel, hidden inside the mountain of form. Pick up a lamp and go into the Buddhahall; take the triple gate and bring it on the lamp."

Blue Cliff Record #63: Nan Ch'uan Kills a Cat

At Nan Ch'uan's place one day the (monks of) the eastern and western halls were arguing about a cat. When Nan Ch'uan saw this, he then held up the cat and said, "If you can speak, then I will not kill it." No one in the community replied; Nan Ch'uan cut the cat into two pieces.

Blue Cliff Record #64: Nan Ch'uan Questions Chao Chou

Nan Ch'uan recited the preceding story to question Chao Chou. Chou immediately took off his straw sandals, placed them on his head, and left. Nan Ch'uan said, "If you had been here, you could have saved the cat."

Blue Cliff Record #65: An Outsider Questions the Buddha

An outsider asked the Buddha, "I do not ask about the spoken or the unspoken." The World Honored One remained silent. The outsider sighed in admiration and said, "The World Honored One's great kindness and great compassion have opened up my clouds of illusion and let me gain entry." After the outsider had left, Ananda asked the Buddha, "What did the outsider realize, that he said he had gained entry?" The Buddha said, "Like a good horse, he goes as soon as he sees the shadow of the whip."

Blue Cliff Record #66: Yen T'ou's Getting Huang Ch'ao's Sword

Yen T'ou asked a monk, "Where do you come from?" The monk said, "From the Western Capital." Yen T'ou said, "After Huang Ch'ao had gone, did you get his sword?" The monk said, "I got it." Yen T'ou extended his neck, came near and said, "Yaa!" The monk said, "Your head has fallen, Master." Yen T'ou laughed out loud. Later that monk went to Hsueh Feng. Feng asked, "Where did you come from?" The monk said, "From Yen T'ou." Hsueh Feng said, "What did he have to say?" The monk recounted the preceding story. Hsueh Feng hit him thirty blows with his staff and drove him out.

Blue Cliff Record #67: Mahasattva Fu Expounds the Scripture

Emperor Wu of Liang requested Mahasattva Fu to expound the Diamond Cutter Scripture. The Mahasattva shook the desk once, then got down off the seat. Emperor Wu was astonished.3 Master Chih asked him, "Does Your Majesty understand?" The Emperor said, "I do not understand." Master Chih said, "The Mahasattva Fu has expounded the scripture."

Blue Cliff Record #68: Yang Shan's What's Your Name?

Yang Shan asked San Sheng, "What is your name?" Sheng said, "Hui Chi." Yang Shan said, "Hui Chi? That's me." Sheng said, "My name is Hui Jan." Yang Shan laughed aloud.

Blue Cliff Record #69: Nan Ch'uan's Circle

Nan Ch'uan, Kuei Tsung, and Ma Ku went together to pay respects to National Teacher Chung. When they got halfway there, Nan Ch'uan drew a circle on the ground and said, "If you can speak, then let's go on." Kuei Tsung sat down inside the circle; Ma Ku curtseyed. Nan Ch'uan said, "Then let's not go on." Kuei Tsung said, "What's going on in your mind?"

Blue Cliff Record #70: Kuei Shan Attends on Pai Chang

Kuei Shan, Wu Feng, and Yun Yen were together attending on Pai Chang. Pai Chang asked Kuei Shan, "With your throat, mouth, and lips shut, how will you speak?" Kuei Shan said, "Please, Teacher, you speak instead." Chang said, "I don't refuse to speak to you, but I fear that (if I did) in the future I would be bereft of descendants."

Blue Cliff Record #71: Wu Feng's Shut Up, Teacher

Pai Chang also asked Wu Feng, "With your throat, mouth, and lips shut, how will you speak?" Feng said, "Teacher, you too should shut up." Chang said, "Where there's no one, I shade my eyes with my hand and gaze out towards you."

Blue Cliff Record #72: Pai Chang Questions Y un Yen

Pai Chang also asked Yun Yen, "With your throat, mouth, and lips shut, how will you speak?" Yen said, "Teacher, do you have (any way to speak) or not?" Chang said, "I have lost my descendants."

Blue Cliff Record #73: Ma Tsu's Permutations of Assertion and Denial

A monk asked Grand Master Ma, "Please, Teacher, going beyond the permutations of assertion and denial, directly point out to me the meaning of the coming from the West." Master Ma said, "I'm tired today and can't explain for you. Go ask Chih Tsang." When the monk asked Chih Tsang,J Tsang said, "Why didn't you ask the Teacher? " The monk said, "The Teacher had me come here to ask you." Tsang said, "I have a headache today and can't explain for you. Go ask Elder Brother Hai." When the monk asked Elder Brother Hai (Pai Chang), Hai said, "At this point, after all, I don't understand." When the monk related this to Grand Master Ma, Master Ma said, "Tsang's head is white, Hai's head is black."

Blue Cliff Record #74: Chin Niu's Rice Pail

Every day at mealtime, Master Chin Niu would personally take the rice pail and do a dance in front of the monks' hall: laughing aloud, he would say, "Bodhisattvas, come eat! " Hsueh Tou said, "Though he acted like this, Chin Niu was not good-hearted." A monk asked Ch'ang Ch'ing, "When the man of old said, 'Bodhisattvas, come eat!' what was his meaning? " Ch'ing said, "Much like joyful praise on the occasion of a meal."

Blue Cliff Record #75: Wu Chiu's Unjust Beating

A monk came to Wu Chiu from the congregation of the Master of Ting Chou. Wu Chiu asked, "How does Ting Chou's Dharma Path compare to here? " The monk said, "It's not different." Chiu said, "If it's not different, then you should go back there," and then hit him. The monk said, "There are eyes on the staff: you shouldn't carelessly hit people." Chiu said, "Today I've hit one," and hit him again three times. The monk thereupon went out. Chiu said, "All along there's been someone receiving an unjust beating." The monk turned around and said, "What can I do? The handle is in your hands, Teacher." Chiu said, "If you want, I'll turn it over to you." The monk came up to Chiu, grabbed the staff out of his hands, and hit him three times. Chiu said, "An unjust beating, an unjust beating! " The monk said, "There's someone receiving it." Chiu said, "I hit this fellow carelessly." Immediately the monk bowed. Chiu said, "Yet you act this way." The monk laughed loudly and went out. Chiu said, "That's all it comes to, that's all it comes to."

Blue Cliff Record #76: Tan Hsia's Have You Eaten Yet?

Tan Hsia asked a monk, "Where have you come from? " The monk said, "From down the mountain." Hsia said, "Have you eaten yet or not?" The monk said, "I have eaten." Hsia said, "Did the person who brought you the food to eat have eyes or not? " The monk was speechless. Ch'ang Ch'ing asked Pao Fu, "To give someone food to eat is ample requital of the debt of kindness: why wouldn't he have eyes?" Fu said, "Giver and receiver are both blind." Ch'ang Ch'ing said, "If they exhausted their activity, would they still turn out blind? " Fu said, "Can you say that I'm blind?"

Blue Cliff Record #77: Yun Men's Cake

A monk asked Yun Men, "What is talk that goes beyond Buddhas and Patriarchs?" Men said, "Cake."

Blue Cliff Record #78: Sixteen Bodhisattvas Go In to Bathe

In olden times there were sixteen bodhisattvas. When it was time for monks to wash, the bodhisattvas filed in to bathe. Suddenly they awakened to the basis of water. All of you Ch'an worthies, how will you understand their saying, "Subtle feeling reveals illumination, and we have achieved the station of sons of Buddha"? To realize this you too must be extremely piercing and penetrating.

Blue Cliff Record #79: T'ou Tzu's All Sounds

A monk asked T'ou Tzu, "All sounds are the sounds of Buddha-right or wrong? " T'ou Tzu said, "Right." The monk said, "Teacher, doesn't your asshole make farting sounds?" T'ou Tzu then hit him. Again the monk asked, "Coarse words or subtle talk, all returns to the primary meaning-right or wrong?" T'ou Tzu said, "Right." The monk said, "Can I call you an ass, Teacher?" T'ou Tzu then hit him.

Blue Cliff Record #80: Chao Chou's Newborn Baby

A monk asked Chao Chou, "Does a newborn baby also have the sixth consciousness?" Chao Chou said, "(Like) tossing a ball on swift-flowing water." The monk also asked T'ou Tzu, "What is the meaning of 'Tossing a ball on swift-flowing water'?" T'ou Tzu said, "Moment to moment, nonstop flow."

Blue Cliff Record #81: Yao Shan's Shooting the Elk of Elks

A monk asked Yao Shan, "On a level field, in the shallow grass, the elk and deer form a herd: how can one shoot the elk of elks?" Shan said, "Look-an arrow!" The monk let himself fall down. Shan said, "Attendant, drag this dead fellow out. The monk then ran out.5 Shan said, "This fellow playing with a mud ball-what end will there be to it? Hsueh Tau commented saying, "Though he lived for three steps, after five steps he had to die.

Blue Cliff Record #82: Ta Lung's Hard and Fast Body of Reality

A monk asked Ta Lung, "The physical body rots away: what is the hard and fast body of reality? " Lung said, "The mountain flowers bloom like brocade, the valley streams are brimming blue as indigo."

Blue Cliff Record #83: Yun Men's Ancient Buddhas and the Pillar

Yun Men, teaching the community, said, "The ancient Buddhas and the pillar merge-what level of mental activity is this?" He himself said on their behalf, "On South Mountain clouds gather, on North Mountain rain falls."

Blue Cliff Record #84: Vimalakirti's Gate of Nonduality

Vimalakirti asked Manjusri, "What is a bodhisattva's entry into the Dharma gate of nonduality?" Manjusri said, "According to what I think, in all things, no words, no speech, no demonstration and no recognition, to leave behind all questions and answers; this is entering the Dharma gate of nonduality." Then Manjusri asked Vimalakirti, "We have each already spoken. Now you should tell us, good man, what is a bodhisattva's entry into the Dharma gate of nonduality? " Hsueh Tau said, "What did Vimalakirti say?" He also said, "Completely exposed."

Blue Cliff Record #85: The Hermit of T'ung Feng Makes a Tiger's Roar

A monk came to the place of the hermit of T'ung Feng and asked, "If you suddenly encountered a tiger here, what then?" The hermit made a tiger's roar. The monk then made a gesture of fright. The hermit laughed aloud. The monk said, "You old thief! "The hermit said, "What can you do about me?" The monk gave up. Hsueh Tou said, "This is all right, but these two wicked thieves only knew how to cover their ears to steal the bel1."

Blue Cliff Record #86: Yun Men's Kitchen Pantry and Main Gate

Yun Men imparted some words saying, "Everyone has a light; when you look at it, you don't see it and it's dark and dim. What is everybody's light?" He himself answered on their behalf, "The kitchen pantry and the main gate." He also said, "A good thing isn't as good as nothing."

Blue Cliff Record #87: Medicine and Disease Subdue Each Other

Yun Men, teaching his community, said, "Medicine and disease subdue each other: the whole earth is medicine; what is your self?"

Blue Cliff Record #88: Hsuan Sha's Guiding and Aiding Living Beings

Hsuan Sha, teaching the community, said, "The old adepts everywhere all speak of guiding and aiding living beings. Supposing they encountered three kinds of sick person, how would they guide them? With a blind person, they could pick up the gavel or raise the whisk, but he wouldn't see. With a deaf person, he wouldn't hear the point of words. With a mute person, if they had him speak, he wouldn't be able to speak. But how would they guide such people? If they couldn't guide these people, then the Buddha Dharma has no effect." A monk asked Yun Men for instruction on this. Yun Men said, "Bow." The monk bowed and rose. Yun Men poked at him with his staff; the monk drew back. Yun Men said, "You're not blind." Then Yun Men called him closer; when the monk approached, Men said, "You're not deaf." Next Yun Men said, "Do you understand?" The monk said, "I don't understand." Yun Men said, "You're not mute." At this the monk had an insight.

Blue Cliff Record #89: The Hands and Eyes of the Bodhisattva of Great Compassion

Yun Yen asked Tao Wu, "What does the Bodhisattva of Great Compassion use so many hands and eyes for? " Wu said, "It's like someone reaching back groping for a pillow in the middle of the night." Yen said, "I understand." Wu said, "How do you understand it?" Yen said, "All over the body are hands and eyes.'' Wu said, "You have said quite a bit there, but you've only said eighty percent of it." Yen said, "What do you say, Elder Brother?" Wu said, "Throughout the body are hands and eyes."

Blue Cliff Record #90: Chih Men's Body of Wisdom

A monk asked Chih Men, "What is the body of wisdom?" Chih Men said, "An oyster swallowing the bright moon." The monk asked, "What is the function of wisdom?" Chih Men said, "A rabbit getting pregnant."

Blue Cliff Record #91: Yen Kuan's Rhinoceros

One day Yen Kuan called to his attendant, "Bring me my rhinoceros-horn fan." The attendant said, "The fan is broken." Yen Kuan said, "If the fan is broken, bring the rhinoceros back to me." The attendant had no reply. T'ou Tzu said, "I do not refuse to bring it out, but I fear the horn on its head will be imperfect." Hsueh Tou commented, "I want an imperfect horn." Shih Shuang said, "If I return it to the Master, then I won't have it." Hsueh Tou commented, "The rhino is still there." Tzu Fu drew a circle and wrote the word 'rhino' inside it. Hsueh Tou commented, "Why did you not bring it out before?" Pao Fu said, "The Master is aged; he should ask someone else." Hsueh Tou commented, "What a pity to have worked hard without accomplishing anything."

Blue Cliff Record #92: The World Honored One Ascends the Seat

One day the World Honored One ascended his seat. Manjusri struck the gavel and said, "Clearly behold the Dharma of the King of Dharma; the Dharma of the King of Dharma is thus." The World Honored One then got down off the seat.

Blue Cliff Record #93: Ta Kuang Does a Dance

A monk asked Ta Kuang, "Ch'ang Ch'ing said, 'Joyful praise on the occasion of a meal'-what was the essence of his meaning? Ta Kuang did a dance. The monk bowed.J Kuang said, "What have you seen, that you bow?" The monk did a dance. Kuang said, "You wild fox spirit!"

Blue Cliff Record #94: The Surangama Scripture's Not Seeing

The Surangama scripture says, "When I do not see, why do you not see my not seeing? If you see my not seeing, naturally that is not the characteristic of not seeing. If you don't see my not seeing/ it is naturally not a thing-how could it not be you? "

Blue Cliff Record #95: Ch'ang Ch' ing's Three Poisons

Ch'ang Ch'ing once said, "Rather say that saints have the three poisons, but do not say that the Tathagata has two kinds of speech. I do not say the Tathagata is speechless, just that he doesn't have two kinds of speech." Pao Fu said, "What is Tathagata speech? " Ch'ing said, "How could a deaf man hear? " Pao Fu said, "I knew you were talking on the secondary level." Ch'ing said, "What is Tathagata speech? " Pao Fu said, "Go drink tea."

Blue Cliff Record #96: Chao Chou's Three Turning Words

Chao Chou expressed three turning words to his community. ("A gold Buddha does not pass through a furnace; a wood Buddha does not pass through fire; a mud Buddha does not pass through water.")

Blue Cliff Record #97: The Diamond Cutter Scripture's Scornful Revilement

The Diamond Cutter scripture says, "If one is scornfully reviled by others, this person has done wicked acts in previous ages which should bring him down into evil ways, but because of the scorn and vilification by others in the present age, the wicked action of former ages5 is thereby extinguished."

Blue Cliff Record #98: T'ien P' ing's Travels on Foot

When the Master of T'ien P'ing was travelling on foot, he called on Hsi Yuan. He always would say, "Do not say you understand the Buddhist Teaching; I cannot find a single man who can quote a saying. One day Hsi Yuan saw him from a distance and called him by name: "Ts'ung Yi!" P'ing raised his head: Hsi Yuan said, "Wrong!" P'ing went two or three steps; Hsi Yuan again said, "Wrong!" P'ing approached; Hsi Huan said, "These two wrongs just now: were they my wrongs or your wrongs? "P'ing said, "My wrongs." Hsi Yuan said, "Wrong!" P'ing gave up. Hsi Yuan said, "Stay here for the summer and wait for me to discuss these two wrongs with you." But P'ing immediately went away. Later, when he was dwelling in a temple, he said to his community, "When I was first travelling on foot, I was blown by the wind of events to Elder Ssu Ming's place: twice in a row he said 'Wrong!' and tried to keep me there over the summer to wait for him to deal with me. I did not say it was wrong then; when I set out for the South, I already knew that it was wrong."

Blue Cliff Record #99: Su Tsung's Ten-Body Controller

Emperor Su Tsung asked National Teacher Chung, "What is the Ten-Body Controller?" The National Teacher said, "Patron, walk on Vairocana's head." The emperor said, "I don't understand." The National Teacher said, "Don't acknowledge your own pure body of reality."

Blue Cliff Record #100: Pa Ling's Blown Hair Sword

A monk asked Pa Ling, "What is the Blown Hair Sword? " Pa Ling said, "Each branch of coral supports the moon."

